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NEW ZEALAND RUGBY UNION  

2022 Premier Competition ɍ Key Dates 

 
Date  

22 July Transfer Period Closes  ɀ Player Movement Form needs to be filed with the 

NZRU for any player who is on the list of ɄCaptured PlayersɅ and wants to 

change Provincial Unions  

22 July Cut-Off Date  ɀ Final day for non -captured players to move Provincial Unions 

or be cleared into New Zealand from overseas and still be considered as a 

ɄLocal PlayerɅ 

26 July Naming of Premier Competition Squad  ɀ Final day for Premier Competition 

Unions to notify the NZRU of their squads of at least 26 players, by 4pm  

5 August  Premier Competition Commences  

 

Five Games Overseas or Returning New Zealand Players  (excluding Front Row Players) ɀ 

Must have been named in a Playing 23 before the Provincial Union has played 

five Premier Competition games  

Five Games Loan Players (excluding Front Row Players)  ɀ Loan Arrangement Form must 

be fully executed and filed with the NZRU before the  Borrowing  Provincial 

Union has played five Premier Competition games  

Ten Games Front Row Loan Players ɀ Loan Arrangement Form must be  fully executed and  

filed with the NZRU  before the Borrowing Provincial Union has played ten 

Premier Competition games  (with exception of 4 .1(f)(iii)) 

Ten Games Front Row Overseas or Returning New Zealand Players ɀ must have been 

named  in the Playing 23  before the Provincial Union has played ten  Premier 

Competition games  

22 October  Premier Competition Final  
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NEW ZEALAND RUGBY UNION  

2022 Heartland Championship ɍ Key Dates 

Date  

3 June Cut-Off Date  ɀ Final day for players to move Provincial Unions or be cleared 

into New Zealand from overseas and still be considered as a ɄLocal PlayerɅ 

5 August  

 

Pre-Season Statutory Declaration  ɀ Squad lists and Pre -Season Statutory 

Declarations must be sent to the NZRU by 4pm 

20 August  Heartland Championship Commences  

18 September  Five Games - Players of Origin, Loan, Overseas and Returning New Zealand 

Players who are not front row players must have been named in a Playing 23  

9 October  End of Round Robin  ɀ Players of Origin, Loan, Overseas and Returning New 

Zealand Players who are front row players must have been named in a Playing 

23 

22/23 October  

 

Heartland Championship Finals  
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Part 1  ɍ  Definitions 

1. DEFINITIONS 

In these Regulations, unless the context requires or indicates otherwise, the 

following definitions shall apply:  

ɈBill Osborne Taonga ɉ means the Bill Osborne Taonga  as provided for under the 

NZRU Bill Osborne Taonga  Regulations;  

ɈBorrowing Provincial Unionɉ means the Provincial Union to which a Player is loaned 

pursua nt to a Loan Arrangement;  

ɈCollective Agreementɉ means the Collective Agreement entered into by the NZRU 

and the RPC as updated from time to time ; 

ɈContract Yearɉ means the calendar year (commencing on 1 January and concluding 

on 31 December) and may be defined with reference to a particular year (e.g. 

Contract Year 20 22); 

ɈCurrent Provincial Unionɉ means the Provincial Union from which a player is made 

available u nder a Player of Origin Agreement;  

ɈEmployment Servicesɉ means Playing Services, Promotional Services and Media 

Interviews and associated travel as those terms are defined in the Collective 

Agreement;  

ɈFinals Roundɉ for the Premier Competition, has the meaning set out in Appendix 1 

of NZRU Domestic Competition Regulations, and for the Heartland Championship, 

has the meaning set out in Appendix 2 of the Domestic Competition Regulations;  

ɈHeartland Championshipɉ means the Heartland Cha mpionship as provided for 

under the NZRU Domestic Competition Regulations;  

ɈHeartland Championship Cut-Off Dateɉ means the first Friday of June of the current 

Contract Year;  

ɈHeartland Championship Unionɉ means a Provincial Union competing in the 

Heartland  Championship;  

ɈLending Provincial Unionɉ means the Provincial Union from which a Player is 

loaned pursuant to a Loan Arrangement;  

ɈLocal Playerɉ has the meaning set out in clauses 3 and 8; 

ɈLoan Arrangementɉ means the form set out in Schedule 1;  

ɈLoan Playerɉ has the meaning set out  in clauses 4 and 9; 
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ɈNon-Mandatory Challengeɉ means a non -mandatory challenge match as provided 

for under the NZRU Regulations;  

ɈNZRUɉ means the New Zealand Rugby Union Incorporated;  

  

ɈNZRU Induction Programme ɉ means the Induction programme as provided for in 

clause 118 of the Collective Agreement;  

ɈOriginal Provincial Unionɉ means the Provincial Union to which a Player is made 

available under a Player of Origin Agreement;  

ɈOverseas Playerɉ has the meaning set out in clauses 6 and 11; 

ɈPlayedɉ means to have taken the field in a rugby union match;  

ɈPlayerɉ means a rugby union player;  

ɈPlayer of Originɉ means the form set out in clause 12; 

ɈPlayer of Origin Agreementɉ has the meaning set out in Schedule 2;  

ɈPlaying 23ɉ means the fifteen selected players plus a maxi mum of eight reserves 

as recorded on the team sheet provided to the NZRU for any Premier Competition 

match , any Heartland Championship match , any Ranfurly Shield match  and any Bill 

Osborne Taonga match.  For the avoidance of doubt, all players recorded on the 

team sheet must be present at the match;  

ɈPremier Competitionɉ means the Premier Competition as provided for under the 

NZRU Domestic Competition Regulations;  

ɈPremier Competition Cut-Off Dateɉ means the date two weeks before the 

commencement date of the Premier Competition of the current Contract Year;  

ɈPremier Competition Unionɉ means a Provincial Union competing in the Premier 

Competition;  

ɈPre-Season Squad Information ɉ means the information to be provided by a 

Heartland Championship Union in respect of at least 26 Players that the Provincial 

Union intends to select in its Heartland Championship team for the Contract Year, 

in the form as advised by the NZRU to Provincial Unions from time to time;  

ɈPre-Season Statutory Declaration ɉ means the Statutory Declaration to be 

completed by the Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of each Heartland 

Championship Union in relation to, and to be provided with, the Pre -Season Squad 

Information in the form advise d by the NZRU to Provincial Unions from time to time;  

ɈProvincial Unionɉ means an Affiliated Union as defined in the NZRU Constitution;  

ɈProvincial Union Contractɉ means the contract set out in the Collective Agreement;  
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ɈProvincial Union Development Contractɉ means the contract set out in the 

Collective Agreement;  

ɈProvincial Union Termɉ has the meaning set out in the Collective Agreement;  

ɈProvincial Union Development Termɉ has the meaning set out in the Collective 

Agreement;  

ɈRanfurly Shieldɉ means the Ranfurly Shield as provided for under the NZRU 

Ranfurly Shield Regulations;  

ɈRegisteredɉ means, in relation to a player:  

¶ having completed the NZRU Senior Player Registration Form for that 

Contract Year; or  

¶ having an approved online Senior Player registration recorded in the 

Sportsground Online Rugby Registration system  for that Contract Year ; or  

¶ having an active registration in the National Rugby Database  for that 

Contract Year ;  

ɈReturning New Zealand Playerɉ has the meaning set out in clauses 5 or 10; 

ɈRound Robinɉ for the Premier Competition , has the meaning set out in Appendix 1 

of NZRU Domestic Competition Regulations , and for the Heartland Championship, 

has the meaning set out in Appendix 2 of the Domestic Competition Regulations;  

ɈRPCɉ means the Rugby Players Collective Inc;  

ɈSuper Rugby Competitionɉ has the meaning set out in the Collective Agreement.  
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Part 2  ɍ  Premier Competition 

2. INTRODUCTION. 

2.1 This Part governs which Players can play in the Premier Competition or for a Premier 

Competition Union in the Ranfurly Shield.   

2.2 The Playing 23 of any Premier Competition Union for the Premier Competition and 

the Ranfurly Shield shall consist only of Players who are:  

(a) Local Players in accordance with clause 3; 

(b) Loan Players in accordance with clause 4;  

(c) Returning New Zealand Players in accordance with clause 5; 

(d) Overseas Players in accordance with clause 6; 

provided that the combined number of Loan Players and O verseas Players does not 

exceed six (or four in a Non -Mandatory Challenge against a Heartland 

Championship Union).  

2.3 A Player must become a party to a Provincial Union Contract or a Provincial Union 

Development Contract, in order to participate in the Premie r Competition.  

2.4 A Player must have completed the NZRU Induction Programme in order to 

participate in the Premier Competition.  

2.5 In accordance with World Rugby Guidelines (formerly the International Rugby 

Board) (World Rugby) , a Player must be at least 18 year s of age as at the day of the 

first match in the Premier Competition in order to participate in the Premier 

Competition.  Further, any Provincial Union wishing to select a Player who is 18 

years of age as at the day of the first match in the Premier Compet ition as part of 

the Playing 23 for a Premier Competition match must obtain prior written approval 

from the NZRU.  NZRU High Performance will issue protocols on an annual basis 

that it will then assess the Player against in consultation with the Provincial  Union 

and the Player. The purpose of this assessment is to determine whether it is in the 

best welfare and development interests of the Player to play as an 18 year old in 

the Premier Competition.  

3. LOCAL PLAYERS 

3.1 ɈLocal Playerɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is Registered with a club competing in a competition conducted under the 

control and jurisdiction of that Provincial Union;  

(b) has not been Registered with, or Played for, a club or other rugby organisation 

affiliated to another Provincial Union or national union after the Premier 
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Competition Cut -Off Date (for the avoidance of doubt this will not include a 

Player playing only for a national representative team or touring team);  

(c) is not captured by another Provincial Union pursuant to the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations ; and 

(d) has completed a World Rugby Clearance from any other national union to the 

NZRU in compliance with World Rugby Regulation 4 ɀ Player Status, Player 

Contracts and Player Movement  by the Premier Competition Cut -Off Date (for 

the avoidance of  doubt this will not include a Player playing only for a national 

representative team or touring team).  

3.2 Notwithstanding Regulation 3.1(d), a World Rugby Clearance received by the NZRU 

on the Premier Competition Cut -Off Date by 11:59pm and approved by the N ZRU 

as soon as practicable thereafter shall be deemed to be approved on the Premier 

Competition Cut -Off Date for the purposes of these Regulations.  

3.3 A Player Registered with a club competing in a club competition under the joint 

control and jurisdiction of two or more Provincial Unions shall be a Local Player for 

the Provincial Union within whose Provincial Union boundaries the club the Player 

is Registered with is located.  

4. LOAN PLAYERS 

4.1 ɈLoan Playerɉ means a Player who:  

(a) is Registered on the Premier Competit ion Cut -Off Date with a club competing 

in a competition conducted outside the control and jurisdiction of that 

Provincial Union; or  

(b) has Played for a club or other rugby organisation affiliated to another 

Provincial Union after the date set out in (a) above ; or  

(c) is captured by another Provincial Union pursuant to the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations ;  

provided that Player is party to a Loan Arrangement as follows:  

(d) The terms of the Loan Arrangement for that Loan Player are recorded in 

writing in the form set  out in Schedule 1 and are not inconsistent with the 

Collective Agreement, including:  

(i) the Loan Arrangement must be for a specified term, which may not 

exceed the PlayerɅs Provincial Union Term or Provincial Union 

Development Term (as the case may be);  

(ii) the Loan Arrangement details any circumstances under which the Loan 

may be terminated;  
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(iii) the Loan Arrangement may not place any constraint upon the way a 

Player provides Employment Services to the Borrowing Provincial Union 

(for example, by requiring the Player not to play against the Lending 

Provincial Union).  

(e) the Loan Arrangement is signed b y the Lending Provincial Union, the 

Borrowing Provincial Union and the Loan Player and is provided to the NZRU 

prior to the Loan Player being included in the Playing 23 for the Borrowing 

Provincial Union; and  

(f) the Loan Arrangement is entered into in accord ance with the following time 

frames:  

(i) for a front row player, the Loan Arrangement is entered into before the 

Borrowing Provincial Union has played ten games in the current Premier 

Competition; or  

(ii) for a player other than a front row player, the Loan Arrange ment is 

entered into before the Borrowing Provincial Union has played five 

games in the current Premier Competition ; or 

(iii) In the ev ent that a front row player is injured in the  10th  game, or a 

quarter -final,  or a semi -final , a Loan Arrangement  may be entered into  

to replace the injured front row player to allow that Loan Player to play 

in the quarter -final and/or semi -final and/or Final , provided that the 

Provincial Union proves to the satisfaction of the NZRU  that an additional 

front row  Loan Player  is necessary. Such decision will be at the  sole 

discretion of the NZRU  and will only be granted in exceptional 

circumstances where,  for example, the ability of the Provincial  Unio n to 

name a Playing 23  which can sa fely compete in the match  is 

compromised by injuries to otherwise eligible players in that position.  

4.2 (a) There is no limit upon the number of Players which a Provincial Union may 

lend or borrow but the Playing 23 of any Premier Competition Union may not 

include more than six Loan Players, provided that the combined number of 

Overseas Players and Loan Players does not exceed six.  For the avoidance of 

doubt , any additional front row Loan Player included in a Finals Round match  

in accordance with clause 4.1(f)(iii) above shall be included within the 

max imum of six.  

(b) Notwithstanding Regulation 4,2(a), the Playing 23 of a Premier Competition 

Union playing in a Non -Mandatory challenge against a Heartland 

Championship Union may not include more than four loan players, provided 

that the combined number of Overseas and Loan Players does not exceed 

four.  

4.3 A Player who is not a party to a  Provincial Union Contract or Provincial Union 

Development Contract may enter into a Provincial Union Contract or Provincial 



PART 2 

16 

 

Union Development Contract at any time.  For the avoidance of doubt, a Lending 

Provincial Union must agree to a loan where that Pla yer is not subject to a Provincial 

Union Contract or Provincial Union Development Contract with that Lending 

Provincial Union.  

4.4 A Loan Player can only play for the Lending Provincial Union after the loan start date 

if:  

(a) another Lending Provincial Union Play er in a similar position is injured; and  

(b) the Loan Player agrees (whether agreed in the terms of the Loan Arrangement 

or at the time the other Player is injured);  

in which case the Loan Player must be named in the next Playing 23 for the Lending 

Provincial  Union; or  

(c) the Loan end date as specified on the Loan Arrangement has passed.  

4.5 Under no circumstances can a Loan Player be:  

(a) selected in the Playing 23 for both the Lending and Borrowing Provincial 

Unions in the same week of the Premier Competition; or   

(b) loaned on more than one occasion during the current Premier Competition.  

5. RETURNING NEW ZEALAND PLAYERS 

5.1 ɈReturning New Zealand Playerɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is eligible to play international rugby for New Zealand; and  

(b) has been Registered with, or Played for, a club or other rugby organisation 

affiliated to another national union after the Premier Competition Cut -Off 

Date (for the avoidance of doubt this will not include a Player playing only for 

a national representative team or touring team); and  

(c) is not captured by another Provincial Union pursuant to the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations ;  

provided that:  

(d) the Returning New Zealand Player has completed a World Rugby Clearance 

from the other national union to the NZRU in compliance with World Rugby 

Regulation 4 ɀ Player Status, Player Contracts and Player Movement  and is 

Registered with a club competing in a club competition conducted  under the 

control and jurisdiction of that Provincial Union before that Player becomes a 

member of a Playing 23;  

(e) the Returning New Zealand Player has not Played for a club or other rugby 

organisation affiliated to a nother  Provincial Union prior to being R egistered 
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(for the avoidance of doubt this will not include a Player playing only for a 

national team or touring team); and  

(f) the  Returning New Zealand player becomes a member of a Playing  23 of that 

Provincial Union  in accordance with the following time frames:  

(i) for a front row playe r before the Provincial Union has played ten games 

in the current Premier Competition; or  

(ii) for a player other than a front row player,  before the Provincial Union 

has played five games in t he current Premier Competition ; and 

(g) the Provincial Union has proven to the satisfaction of the NZRU that the 

Returning New Zealand Player is eligible to play international rugby for New 

Zealand pursuant to World Rugby Regulation 8 ɀ Eligibility to Play for  National 

Representative Teams  as at the start of the current Premier Competition and 

the NZRU has confirmed this in writing before that Player becomes a member 

of a Playing 23.  

6. OVERSEAS PLAYERS  

6.1 ɈOverseas Playerɉ means a Player who has been Registered with, or Played for, a 

club or other rugby organisation affiliated to another national union after the 

Premier Competition Cut -Off Date (for the avoidance of doubt this will not include 

a Player playing only for a national representative team or touring team) . 

provided that:  

(a) the Overseas Player has completed a World Rugby Clearance from the other 

national union to the NZRU in compliance with World Rugby Regulation 4 ɀ 

Player Status, Player Contracts and Player Movement  and is Registered with a 

club competing i n a club competition conducted under the control and 

jurisdiction of that Provincial Union before that Player becomes a member of 

a Playing 23; and  

(b) the Overseas Player becomes a member of the Playing 23  of the Provincial 

Union  in accordance with the following time frames:  

(i) for a front row player, before the Provincial Union has played ten games 

in the current Premier Competition; or  

(ii) for a player other than a front row player,  before the Provincial Union 

has played five  games in the current Premier Competition ; and 

6.2 (a) The Playing 23 of any Premier Competition Union must not include more than 

two Overseas Players, provided that the combined number of Overseas 

Players and Loan Players does not exceed six.  
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(b) Notwithstand ing Regulation 6.2(a), the combined number of Overseas and 

Loan Players in the Playing 23 of a Premier Competition Union playing in a 

Non-Mandatory Challenge against a Heartland Championship Union must not 

exceed four.  
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Part 3  ɍ  Heartland Championship  

7. INTRODUCTION 

7.1 This Part governs which Players can play in the Heartland Championship or for a 

Heartland Championship Union in the Ranfurly Shield  or for a Heartland 

Championship Union playing for the Bill Osborne Taonga . 

7.2 The Playing 23 of any Heartland Championship Union for the Heartland 

Championship , the Playing 23 for the Ranfurly Shield  and the Playing 23 for the Bill 

Osborne Taonga  shall consist only of Players who are:  

(a) Local Players in accordance with clause 8; 

(b) Loan Players in accordance with clause 9;  

(c) Returning New Zealand Players in accor dance with clause 10; 

(d) Overseas Players in accordance with clause 11; 

(e) Players of Origin in accordance with clause 12. 

7.3 By 4pm on the Friday two weeks before the Heartland Championship commences, 

each Heartland Championship Union will provide the NZRU with:  

(a) its Pre-Season Squad Information; and  

(b) its Pre-Season Statutory Declaration.  

For the avoidance of doubt, the information provided must be complete, and must 

not be false or misleading.  

7.4 Before a Player is eligible to participate in the Heartland Championship the 

Provincial Union  must advise the NZRU in writing, either as part of the Pre -Season 

Squad Information or otherwise, that it is satisfied that the player is eligible to 

participate in the Heartland Championship for that Provincial Union.  

7.5 In accordance with World Rugby Guide lines a Player must be at least 18 years of age 

as at the date of the first match of the Heartland Championship in order to 

participate in the Heartland Championship. Further, any Provincial Union wishing 

to select a Player who is 18 years of age as at the  day of the first match in the 

Heartland Championship as part of the Playing 23 for a Heartland Championship 

match or  Ranfurly Shield match  or Bill Osborne Taonga match ) must obtain prior 

written approval from the NZRU.  NZRU High Performance will assess the Players 

overall workload, taking into account all school, provincial and national 

representative rugby commitments the Player has performed during the year, in 

consultation with the Provincial Union and the Player. The purpose of this 

assessment  is to determine whether it is in the best welfare and development 

interests of the Player to play as an 18 year old in the Heartland Championship.  
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7.6 A Player that has been named in a Playing 23 in the current Premier Competition is 

not eligible to play in t he current Heartland Championship, whether pursuant to a 

Loan Arrangement, a Player of Origin Agreement, or otherwise.  

7.7 Notwithstanding Regulation 7.6, a Player is eligible to play in the current Heartland 

Championship where the Player:  

(a) is the subject of a Loan Arrangement or a Player of Origin Agreement between 

a Heartland Championship Union and a Premier Competition Union; and  

(b) has been named in a Playing 23 in the current Heartland Championship; and  

(c) subsequently is recalled to his Premier Competition Union  following an injury 

to a player in a similar position, and is named in the Playing 23 of that Premier 

Competition Union; and  

(d) subsequently returns to the Heartland Championship Union pursuant to the 

original Loan Arrangement or Player of Origin Agreement.  

8. LOCAL PLAYERS 

8.1 ɈLocal Playerɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is Registered with a club competing in a competition conducted under the 

control and jurisdiction of that Provincial Union; and  

(b) has not been Registered with, or Played for, a club or other rugby organisation  

affiliated to another Provincial Union or national union after the Heartland 

Championship Cut -Off Date (for the avoidance of doubt this will not include a 

Player playing only for a national representative team or touring team); and  

(c) if not eligible to play  international rugby for New Zealand, arrived in New 

Zealand on or before the first Friday of June and has resided in New Zealand 

since arrival; and  

(d) has completed a World Rugby Clearance from any other national union to the 

NZRU in compliance with World Rugby Regulation 4 ɀ Player Status, Player 

Contracts and Player Movement  by the Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date 

(for the avoidance of doubt this will not include a Player playing only for a 

national representative team or touring team).  

8.2 Notwithstanding R egulation 8.1(d), a World Rugby Clearance received by the NZRU 

on the Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date by 11:59pm and approved by the 

NZRU as soon as practicable thereafter shall be deemed to be approved on the 

Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date for th e purposes of these Regulations.  

8.3 A Player Registered with a club competing in a club competition under the joint 

control and jurisdiction of two or more Provincial Unions shall be a Local Player for 

the Provincial Union within whose Provincial Union bounda ries the club the Player 

is Registered with is located.  



PART 3 

21 

 

9. LOAN PLAYERS 

9.1 ɈLoan Playerɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is Registered on Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date with a club competing 

in a competition conducted outside the control and jurisdiction of that 

Provincial Union; or  

(b) has Played for a club or other rugby organisation affiliated to another 

Provincial Union after the date set out in (a) above; or  

(c) is captured by another Provincial Union pursuant to the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations ;  

provided that P layer is party to a Loan Arrangement as follows:  

(d) the terms of the Loan Arrangement for that Loan Player are recorded in 

writing in the form set out in Schedule 1;  

(e) the Loan Arrangement is signed by the Lending Provincial Union, the 

Borrowing Provincial Union and the Loan Player and is provided to the NZRU 

prior to the Loan Player being included in the Playing 23 for the Borrowing 

Provincial Union; and  

(f) the Loan Player  becomes a member of a Playing 23 for the Borrowing 

Provincial Union in accordance with the following time frames:  

(i) for a front row player,  before the Borrowing Provincial Union has played 

their  final Round Robin game  in the current Heartland Championship ; or  

(ii) for a player other than a front row player,  before the Borrowing 

Provincial Union has played five games in the current Heartland 

Championship . 

9.2 There is no limit upon the number of Players that a Provincial Union may lend or 

borrow but the Playing 23 of any Heartland Championship Union may not include 

more than three Loan Players and one Player of Origin, and the combined number 

of Overseas Players and Loan Players must not exceed three.  

9.3 A Loan Player can only play for the Lending Provincial Union after h aving played for 

the Borrowing Provincial Union if:  

(a) another Lending Provincial Union Player in a similar position is injured; and  

(b) the Loan Player agrees (whether agreed in the terms of the Loan Arrangement 

or at the time the other Player is injured);  

in which case the Loan Player must be selected in the next Playing 23 for the Lending 

Provincial Union.  
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10. RETURNING NEW ZEALAND PLAYERS 

10.1 ɈReturning New Zealand Player ɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is eligible to play international rugby for New Zealand; and  

(b) has been Registered with, or Played for, a club or other rugby organisation 

affiliated to another national union after Heartland Championship Cut -Off 

Date (for the avoidance of doubt this will not include a Player playing only for 

a national representative tea m or touring team); and  

(c) is not captured by another Provincial Union pursuant to the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations ;  

provided that:  

(d) the Returning New Zealand Player has completed a World Rugby Clearance 

from the other national union to the NZRU in compli ance with World Rugby 

Regulation 4 ɀ Player Status, Player Contracts and Player Movement  and is 

Registered with a club competing in a club competition conducted under the 

control and jurisdiction of that Provincial Union before that Player becomes a 

member  of a Playing 23;  

(e) the Returning New Zealand Player has not Played for a club or other rugby 

organisation affiliated to a Provincial Union prior to being Registered (for the 

avoidance of doubt this will not include a Player playing only for a national 

team  or touring team); and  

(f) the Returning New Zealand Player becomes a member of a Playing 23 of the 

Provincial  Union in accordance with the following time frames:  

(i) for a front row player , before the Provincial Union has played  their  final 

Round Robin  game in the current Heartland Championship ; or 

(ii) for a player other than a front row player, before the Provincial Union 

has played five games in the current Heartland Championship ; and 

(g) the Prov incial Union has proven to the satisfaction of the NZRU that the 

Returning New Zealand Player is eligible to play international rugby for New 

Zealand pursuant to World Rugby Regulation 8 ɀ Eligibility to Play for National 

Representative Teams  as at the sta rt of the current Heartland Championship 

Competition and the NZRU has confirmed this in writing before that Player 

becomes a member of a Playing 23. 

11. OVERSEAS PLAYERS 

11.1 ɈOverseas Playerɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is eligible to play international rugby for New Zealand and has been Registered 

with, or Played for, a club or other rugby organisation affiliated to another 
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national union after the Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date (for the 

avoidance of doubt this will  not include a Player playing only for a national 

representative team or touring team); or  

(b) is not eligible to play international rugby for New Zealand and arrived in New 

Zealand after the Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date.  

provided that:  

(c) the Overseas Player has completed a World Rugby Clearance from the other 

national union to the NZRU in compliance with World Rugby Regulation 4 ɀ 

Player Status, Player Contracts and Player Movement  and is Registered with a 

club competing in a club competition conducted un der the control and 

jurisdiction of that Provincial Union before that Player becomes a member of 

a Playing 23; and 

(d) the Overseas Player becomes a member of the Playing 23 of the Provincial 

Union  in accordance with the following time frames:   

(i) for a front row  player, before the Provincial Union has played their  final 

Round Robin game in the current Heartland Championship ; or 

(ii) for a player other than a front row player, before the Provincial Union 

has played five games  in the current Heartland Championship ; and 

11.2 The Playing 23 of any Heartland Championship Union must not include more than 

one Overseas Player, and the combined number of Overseas Players and Loan 

Players must not exceed three.  

12. PLAYER OF ORIGIN  

12.1 ɈPlayer of Origin ɉ means a Player who: 

(a) is Registered on the Heartland Championship Cut -Off Date with a club 

competing in a competition conducted outside the control and jurisdiction of 

that Provincial Union; or  

(b) has Played for a club or other rugby organisation affiliated to another 

Provincial Union after the date s et out in (a) above; or  

(c) is captured by another Provincial Union pursuant to the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations ; and 

(d) during at least three years in which the player was aged 9 -18 years (inclusive), 

played rugby for either a club or school based in that Pr ovincial Union  

provided that Player is party to a Player of Origin Agreement as follows:  

(e) the Agreement is signed by the Original Provincial Union, the Current 

Provincial Union and the Player of Origin and is provided to the NZRU prior to 
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the Player of Orig in being named in the Playing 23 for the Original Provincial 

Union; and  

(f) the Player of Origin is named in a Playing 23 of the Original Provincial Union 

in accordance with the following time frames:   

(i) for a front row player, before the Provincial Union has pl ayed their  final 

Round Robin game in the current Heartland Championship; or  

(ii) for a player other than a front row player, before the Provincial Union 

has played five games in the  current Heartland Championship ; and 

provided that a Playing 23  of any Heartland Championship Union may contain only 

one Player of Origin.  

12.2 A Player of Origin can only play for the Current Provincial Union after having played 

for the Original Provincial Union in the same season if:  

(a) another Current Provincial Union Playe r in a similar position is injured; and  

(b) the Player of Origin agrees (whether agreed in the terms of the Player of Origin 

Arrangement or at the time the other Player is injured);  

in which case the Player of Origin must be named in the next Playing 23 for the 

Current Provincial Union.
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Part 4  ɍ  General 

13. CHANGES TO REGULATIONS  

13.1 These Regulations have been developed pursuant to the Collective Agreement.  

13.2 Except as provided for in clause 13.3, in the event the NZRU wishes to make 

amendments to these Regulations it must comply with the following process:  

(a) in the first instance, the NZRU must meet with the RPC and attempt to obtain 

its agreement to any amendment;  

(b) if the RPC withholds agreement, the NZRU may proceed to make the 

amendment (provided that, in that event the RPC may seek to rely upon the 

problem resolution provisions of the Collective Agreement).  

13.3 NZRU management may, at its  discretion subject to consultation with the RPC, make 

minor or incidental amendments to these Regulations provided consistency with 

the Collective Agreement is maintained.  

14. BREACH OF REGULATIONS  

14.1 Any breach of these Regulations by a Provincial Union will b e dealt with by the NZRU 

in accordance with clause 14 of the NZRU Domestic Competition Regulations . 

14.1 Prior to reaching a conclusion that there has been a breach of these Regulations, 

the NZRU will notify the RPC of the nature of the alleged breach and provide the 

RPC with access to any information and an opportunity to have input into the 

investigation of any alleged breach, including any submissions RPC wish to make  

about penalty.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE 1: LOAN ARRANGEMENT FORM  

Parties  

 
Player name  :ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎ 

 
Player ID: ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Lending Provincial Union :  ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Borrowing Provincial Union:   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Loan Period  

 
Loan Start Date:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ 

 

Loan Expiry Date:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Terms of Loan  
 
I DO/DO NOT (circle one)  wish to return to my Lending Provincial Union in the event of an injury to another Lendi ng 

Provincial Union Player in a similar position.  

Other Terms:  (please list any additional terms here ) 

 

Consents and Confirmations  
 

Signature of Player :    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ Date:ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.. 

 

 

 
Name of Lending Provincial Union :   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ 

 

Signature of Lending Provincial Union:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎ. Date:ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.. 

     (Signature of Authorise Person from PU)  

 
Name:ɎɎɎɎ..........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ Position:  ɎɎɎɎɎɎ................ 

 

 
Name of Borrowing  Provincial Union :   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ 

 

Signature of Borrowing  Provincial Union:   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎ. Date:ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.. 

     (Signature of Authorise Person from PU)  

 
Name:ɎɎɎɎ..........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ Position:  ɎɎɎɎɎɎ................ 



 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE 2: PLAYER OF ORIGIN AGREEMENT FORM 

Parties  

 
Player name  :ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎ 

 
Player ID: ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Current  Provincial Union :  ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Original  Provincial Union:   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Loan Period  

 
Start Date:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ 

 

Expiry Date:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ. 

 

Terms 
 
I DO/DO NOT (circle one)  wish to return to my Current  Provincial Union in the event of an injury to another Current  

Provincial Union Player in a similar position.  

Other Terms:  (please list any additional terms here ) 

 

Consents and Confirmations  
 

Signature of Player :    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ Date:ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.. 

 

 
Name of Current  Provincial Union :   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ 

 

Signature of Current  Provincial Union:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎ. Date:ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.. 

     (Signature of Authorise Person from PU)  

 
Name:ɎɎɎɎ..........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ Position:  ɎɎɎɎɎɎ................ 

 

 
Name of Original  Provincial Union :   ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ 

 

Signature of Original  Provincial Union:    ɎɎɎɎɎɎ...........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.ɎɎ. Date:ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ.. 

     (Signature of Authorise Person from PU)  

 
Name:ɎɎɎɎ..........ɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎɎ Position:  ɎɎɎɎɎɎ.............. 



 

 

 

 

28 

 

NEW ZEALAND RUGBY UNION 

Competition Regulations Handbook ɍ  2022 

Player Movement



 

 

 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND RUGBY UNION 

2021/2022 Captured Players  

The following is a list of all 20 21/2022 Captured Players in alphabetical order by 

surname.  This list includes both Premier Competition Captured Players and 

Heartland Championship Captured Players.  The list provides a playerɅs status for 

2021.  It does not give any information about their cont ractual status for 20 22. 

The Transfer Period will remain open until 22 July 2022 for players wishing to play 

in the 2022 Premier Competition.  

Any player on this list must transfer in accordance with the NZRU Player 

Movement Regulations if he wishes to be eligible to play for a Provincial Union 

different to the one listed.   

To understand the process for transferring players please refer to the NZRU 

Player Movement Regulations . 
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2022 CAPTURED PLAYERS 
Surname  First Name  Provincial Union  Status 

Abel Robert  Auckland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Abrahamson  Kobi Thames Valley Heartland Championship  

Adams Jarred Manawatu  PU or PU Development Contract  

Ah Kuoi Naitoa  Bay of Plenty  PU or PU Development Contract  

Ahio Sione Auckland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Aho Alefosio  Auckland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Aho Mosese North Otago  Heartland Championship  

Ainsley Jermaine Otago  PU or PU Development Contract  

Akauola  Viliami  Buller  Heartland Championship  

Alaimalo  Charles Southland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Alaimalo  Solomon  Southland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Aldridge  Caleb Buller  Heartland Championship  

Allan Harrison  Manawatu  PU or PU Development Contract  

Allen Liam Canterbury  PU or PU Development Contract  

Allen Patrick  Ngati Porou East Coast  Heartland Championship  

Alosio Tomasi  Wellington  PU or PU Development Contract  

Amato  Anthony  South Canterbury  Heartland Championship  

Anae Albert  Auckland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Anderson  Fletcher  Canterbury  Academy  

Anderson  Conor  South Canterbury  Heartland Championship  

Anderson  Robbie  Wairarapa Bush  Heartland Championship  

Andrew  Chad West Coast Heartland Championship  

Anguna  Adyn North Otago  Heartland Championship  

Aoake Tomas North Harbour  PU or PU Development Contract  

Aoina Jonah Otago  PU or PU Development Contract  

Aperahama  Caleb Southland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Apikotoa  Joe Hawkes Bay PU or PU Development Contract  

Apineru  Iona Wellington  PU or PU Development Contract  

Apisai Leni Auckland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Apoua  Chris Southland  PU or PU Development Contract  

Armstrong  Fraser Wellington  PU or PU Development Contract  

Arscott  James Otago  PU or PU Development Contract  

Asi Jericho Auckland  Academy  

Aso Vince Wellington  PU or PU Development Contract  

Asomua  Suetena Counties Manukau  PU or PU Development Contract  

Aumua  Levi Tasman PU or PU Development Contract  

Aumua  Asafo Wellington  PU or PU Development Contract  




















































































































































